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industry, and this created wealth which was not
land. Acton summarises in a brilliant paragraph
the struggle between democracy and chivalry in
the fourteenth century, which was largely reinforced
in England by the Black Death. To medieval
thinkers we owe the formulation of the principle
that no tax was lawful that was not granted by the
class that paid it, a principle which might with some
advantage be recognised in modern England. The
sixteenth century, however, brings about a definite
decline of political and individual liberty. Luther
and the Lutheran writers condemned the democratic
literature that arose in, Germany as the result of the
Reformation. Zwingli died too early to vindicate
liberty in and through Protestantism, and Calvin
initiated a system of restraint and espionage which
has always been far more oppressive than any
Catholic institution, with the possible exception of
the Spanish Inquisition.1

The sixteenth century thus brings about an era
of absolute government consolidating the newly
created nationalities, and we have to wait for the
seventeenth century for any counterblast on the
side of liberty. Acton attributes great importance
to the action of the Independent congregations in
England," who grasped with vigour and sincerity the
principle that it is only by abridging the authority
of states that the liberty of churches can be assured.
That great political idea, sanctifying freedom and
consecrating it to God, teaching men to treasure the

xSee the famous chapter on the Scottish Church in Buckle's
History of Civilisation- Further details of Calvin's methods may be
found in any account of the trial of Servetus at Geneva and in my
Religious Persecution.